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‘’It is better to listen to the rebuke of the wise, than to 
listen to the praise of fools’’

Solomon
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What is the Bible 

The term “bible” or “biblia” comes from the Koine Greek 
language, and means “collection of many books”.
Throughout time religious books were gathered and bundled 
together; such a bundle of books is called a biblia, or bible.

Which bible 
The vast majority of the books that were bundled in this way 
contain the message of God and the knowledge and actions of 
the people who worked for or against God.
A small number are books that are, due to unknown authorship 
or other uncertainties, apocryphal; meaning that these books 
cannot be proven to be authentic.
The necessary conditions for a book to be called authentic are 
that it must be written during the time of its suggested author, 
and the message of the book must be in line with other 
authentic books.
The apocryphal books were a reason for the protest of a large 
group of Christians, (the Protestants) who then excluded these 
books from their bundle. However, the Catholic church kept 
the apocryphal books in their bundle, and thus two bundles, or 
Bibles, were accessible.

The Catholic church has bundled together 73 books, including 
the apocryphal books.
The Protestant church has bundled together 66 books, 
excluding the apocryphal books.
Nonetheless, the authentic prophetic books such as the 
Gospels and the Prophets are in both the Catholic and 
Protestant Bibles.
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Added to the prophetic books are the letters (epistles) of the 
disciples, who provided their understanding of the prophecies 
and commandments.
Because of the uncertain origins of the apocryphal books 
within the Catholic Bible, I will continue with the Protestant 
Bible.

Translation errors
Sending the divine message to humans is God’s work and is 
without error, but writing down, translating and copying the 
divine message into Aramaic, Greek, English, Arabic or any 
other language is human work and will thus contain human 
errors. 

When God ordered Moses to write down the Law in order to 
give copies to each of the twelve tribes of Israel, he knew that, 
with time, human copying errors could occur, so he ordered 
the original manuscript of the Law to be kept in the tabernacle, 
as proof against any false copy.
Deuteronomy 31:26
Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the Ark of 
the Covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a 
witness against thee.

Such errors or fabrications are possible with every copied 
writing, including the copies of the Biblical books.
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God is aware of this and thus gave a fair warning to those who 
intentionally distort His message.
Revelation 22:19 
And if any man shall take away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book.

Deuteronomy 4:2 
You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor 
take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the 
Lord your God which I command you.

According to God, it is possible to distort the Bible, but not 
without consequences.

Is todays Bible reliable
Since the discovery of an ancient scroll of Isaiah in 1947, we 
have seen that the main message of the prophetic book of 
Isaiah has remained the same in the copy of Isaiah we have 
today, and all the other copies of the authentic books still 
agree and fulfil each other. Thus we can be confident that the 
main message of the biblical books we have today are still 
original messages that came from God.

Our main concern is to be alert for significant translation 
errors, which are easily discovered when the context of a verse 
has become illogical, distorted, or contradicts the other books.
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Examples of translation errors:

King James bible in 1944: 
"Owl" instead of "own"
1 Peter 3:5 read, "For after this manner in the old time the holy 
women also, who trusted God, adorned themselves, being in 
subjection to their owl husbands." 

King James bible in 1823:
"Camels" instead of "damsels" 
Genesis 24:61 read "And Rebecca arose, and her camels, and 
they rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and the 
servant took Rebecca and went his way."

But even when through time people added, removed, or 
mistranslated words from the Bible the original message of 
God survived and spread worldwide to this day, because there 
have always been people who were alert and corrected the 
mistranslations or raised their voices against false teachings.


