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Fram our own Epecience, Being in Bands Abou, the leeward dide af
Curagao, often feeh ke baing on a completely different Caribbsrar Bland
Compared o the busy, Bustling capit el of Wilerretad, this far-awoyr treasure
i A pune, waspoibed pemdice, i oMers qpectacgtar aeean views, 3 wealth of
riafural diversity and charming wilages. In this rugged reglon, in the wid,
wop will Firnd wolling grien Bils covened wilh cacti, exatic plinls and Nowers,
even wild animals lkdng in the kunuku (bushi. The road o Westpunt's
Beiuting besches and aqus Blue waters 5 oflen crowded with unlikely
] COMBIaddE, SUCh 34 Kabru (Eoats), porko [Boas) a0 hrght grden
Iguanas.

Curagao: Banda Abow is 3 compeehensive guide to the area, capturing
with bath wordd and Enaged 1hat ipacial magic of Binds Abou, The Baak
explones the mary hidden pers, speciacular natuml Sposs, unigue dining
experences and cultural richness, We're offering vou, our reader. an
aisthengic insidor's paripetcthve 9o local e 50y in Baada Ao

Gt inspingd arsd depopver Uhi deoned charme of Banda Aoyl

Daf Cursvehaand & Kristel Slagher







HRISTOFFEL
NATIONAL PARK

Chetit Lhirgy dnilmden yars agho, an anderwatier selcanic draamion $hiloed 1k Cresine] Poylasnal Park
ocean shel beneath Curagaa and created the higher albfude reglon cur: Savonet fz/n]

¥ Y. |
rentks kngwen as ChrianolMel Marianal Pesk, The cBrare is mesiter s il i T =Zoo g iy _.:::‘:

im the lower-lging parts ol the island, oreabng an envarcnment sihine rane By i3

- . i i
apichieg of planty and Nawerd can thrawe, In the begirming af May, wititan A DR LD DU IO

can catch the intergely vellow, rwmpei-shaped llowers of 1k Kb Hocka
in bloom. “Kibra Hacha®™ means Ase-Breaker, a name caned because the

e o TR Bl P4 DO SIEGRE 1A ChoE e

e Qrehid Trad, cowr @l eighl deugnated hiking rouled in Chisdi ol
Park, visitors can encounier exofic mactus-hinoming bromeliads, such as the
Barba & Kocwedd and the Teku di Poke, and orehics, such as the while Dras-
wanedla Nodasa armd the purplo Myrmegopfnin HumBolova, The rafg Samitha

Palm bree can be seenvia a side trad bo Sery Bissde [Wndy Mountaing.

And yef ihe undenuabie skar attraction ol the park is ML Cheisbolfel, fhe
Fighads point ol Coragas at 375 meetors bt spa level, The dreaudud,
onipshour climb ba the Top should cody be attempsed in Ehe morning, befon
the tropical heat becomes oo punishing. Moo the rouie, B vl wan
der paar lichong, Brarded meacs and ipudakt, e mang alSis Gl ier man
villdide ssch 2 the white-talled deer, mectar-feading bats and the W
ward eaght, The wiow Froen She goad, b sweeping pandcamna Gf the enting

islang, is simphy breathiaking
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MARSHE BARBER

0wk ki, Barbor is & sy neghbharhesd wath & quaint Ranch o
szl general store, Gn Sundays, howeser, the vilage suddenly sprirgs 1o
life, Pick-up trucks ecll ingo tke parking leg o Marhe Backar ins U resiring.
cating in orates of localhegrown manposs, plintains and pampune
Chrillean pumphin gourds). Litle aldercky idied whigp ca thedr ilow pald
and Begin stiring hememade srobd. Once the first woent of sizzling onigns
and tomatoes fills the ok, the crowds begin to Mlock, powerless to resist, By
mnid-alverenan, Marche BasBar i & ahriviagg hiils ol acrivity, a place whiens
locals come to shop for faemnefresh produce, homemade baked goods. and
Baight traxpical plants to Bven ap Bheir kames, Specil by versdars alse sl
teas, made from local herbs with purporied healing properties, relgious
ohjects suih as kond, beads and onecitis, and small bacal craff sowvenin.

Marshe Barber is more than just a faemer’s market. Under the sheltered
SPEN-AIF paviicn, ot altd mingid with Iriendly reighbors and garmer
togeiber i plastic chairs to enjoy austhentic kriove food at fis finest, from

evepd pampuie [pampkin padtried] 16 cupd of sopd piekd (Aik saup]. The

das dusi [iterally: “peget things™p cam be enjoyed lor dessart. Or take

Fome 3 package of kuk oi fetier, letter cookies which mic wrappe d aod e
il ribbaen, s a thaapkalod pilt

Thae Surday markol id Borig Bl eeir Srgadid, 1L s 068 0 major 6ot ol
traction, 20 boush up on your Fagiamentu before atterding
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